
Resources:  Sustainable Landscaping 
 
ON SUSTAINABLE DESIGN: 
 
Alexander, Christopher and others.  A PATTERN LANGUAGE: TOWNS, BUILDINGS, CONSTRUCTION.  Oxford 
Univ. Pr., 1977. (978195019199) 
 
Chiras, Dan and Dave Wann. SUPERBIA: 31 WAYS TO CREATE SUSTAINABLE NEIGHBORHOODS.  New 
Society Publ., 2003. (9780865714908) 
 
Hallsmith, Gwendolyn. THE KEY TO SUSTAINABLE CITIES: MEETING HUMAN NEEDS, TRANSFORMING 
COMMUNITY SYSTEMS. New Society Publ., 2003. (9780865714991) 
 
Hemenway, Toby. GAIA’S GARDEN:  GUIDE TO HOME-SCALE PERMACULTURE.  Chelsea Green, 2004.  
(9781890132521) 
 
Holmgren, David. PERMACULTURE: PRINCIPLES AND PATHWAYS BEYOND SUSTAINABILITY. Holmgren 
Design Services. (9780646418445) 
 
James, Sarah and Torbjorn Lahti. THE NATURAL STEP FOR COMMUNITIES: HOW CITIES AND TOWNS CAN 
CHANGE TO SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES.  New Society Publ., 2004. (9780865714915) 
 
Lyle, John Tillman and Joan Woodward. DESIGN FOR HUMAN ECOSYSTEMS: LANDSCAPE, LAND USE, AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES. Island Pr., 1999. (978155963720X) 
 
McDonough, William.  CRADLE TO CRADLE: REMAKING THE WAY WE MAKE THINGS.  Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 
2002. (0613919874, hardback; 0865475873, paperback) 
 
McHarg, Ian L. DESIGN WITH NATURE. John Wiley, 1995. (9780471114604) 
 
Thompson, J. William and Kim Sorvig. SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION: A GUIDE TO GREEN 
BUILDING OUTDOORS. 2nd ed., Island Pr., 2007. (1597261424, hardback; 1597261432, paperback) 
 
Van der Ryn, Sim. ECOLOGICAL DESIGN. Island Pr., 1995. (9781559633888, hardback; 9781559633895, 
paperback) 
 
Wasowski, Andy.  BUILDING WITHIN NATURE: A GUIDE FOR HOME OWNERS, CONTRACTORS AND 
ARCHITECTS.  Univ. of Minnesota Pr, 2006.  (978081664902) 
 
http://www.sustainablesites.org/ 
 
The preliminary report of the Sustainable Sites Initiative, STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES FOR SUSTAINABLE 
SITES, an interdisciplinary partnership between the American Society of Landscape Architects, the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center, the United States Botanic Garden and a diverse group of other stakeholder 
organizations.  
 
SPECIFIC TECHNIQUES OF SUSTAINABLE DESIGN: 
 
Dunnett, Nigel and Andy Clapden. RAIN GARDENS: BRINGING WATER TO LIFE IN THE DESIGNED 
LANDSCAPE. Timber Pr., 2007. (9780881928266) 
 
Dunnett, Nigel and Noel Kingsbury. PLANTING GREEN ROOFS AND LIVING WALLS.  Timber Pr., 2004. 
(9780881926408) 
 
Ferguson, Bruce K. POROUS PAVEMENT.  CRC Press, 2005.  (9780849326707) 
 
RELATED TO PLANTS: 
 



Armitage, Allan M. ARMITAGE’S NATIVE PLANTS FOR NORTH AMERICAN GARDENS. Timber Pr., 2006. 
(9780881927603) 
 
Beresford-Kroeger, Diana.  ARBORETUM AMERICA: A PHILOSOPHY OF THE FOREST.  Univ. of Michigan Pr, 
2003. (9780472068517)  
 
Beresford-Kroeger, Diana.  A GARDEN FOR LIFE: THE NATURAL APPROACH TO DESIGNING, PLANTING, AND 
MAINTAINING A NORTH TEMPERATE GARDEN.  Univ. of Michigan Pr, 2004.  (9780472030125)  
 
Burrell, C. Colston.  NATIVE ALTERNATIVES TO INVASIVE PLANTS.  Brooklyn Botanical Garden, 2006. 
(9781889538747)  
 
Daniels, Stevie.  EASY LAWNS: LOW MAINTENANCE NATIVE GRASSES FOR GARDENERS EVERYWHERE. 
Brooklyn Botanical Garden, 2001.  (9781889538129) 
 
Diekelmann, Robert Schuster.  NATURAL LANDSCAPING DESIGNING WITH NATIVE PLANT COMMUNITIES.  
Univ. of Wisconsin Pr, 2002. (9780299173241)  
 
Druse, Ken.  NATURAL HABITAT GARDEN. Timber Pr. 2004. (9780881926323) 
 
Harper, Peter. THE NATURAL GARDEN BOOK: GARDENING IN HARMONY WITH NATURE. Octupus, 2000. 
(978856750566) 
 
Hightshoe, Gary L. NATIVE TREES, SHRUBS, AND VINES FOR URBAN AND RURAL AMERICA;  A PLANTING 
DESIGN MANUAL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGNERS.  John Wiley, 1987. (9780471288794) 
 
Jones, Samuel B., Jr.  GARDENING WITH NATIVE WILDFLOWERS.  Timber Pr., 1997. (9780881923810)  
  
LAWNS:  GUIDELINES FOR CREATING ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE LANDSCAPES.  APLD, 2005. 
 
Marinelli, Janet, ed. GOING NATIVE: BIODIVERSITY IN OUR OWN BACKYARDS. Brooklyn Botanical Garden, 
1996. (9780945352853) 
 
Mizejewski, David.  ATTRACTING BIRDS, BUTTERFLIES AND OTHER BACKYARD WILDLIFE.  Creative 
Homeowner, 2004.  (9781580111508)  
 
Roberts, Edith A. AMERICAN PLANTS FOR AMERICAN GARDENS; PLANT ECOLOGY – THE STUDY OF 
PLANTS IN RELATION TO THEIR ENVIRONMENT.  Univ. of Georgia Pr, 1996. (9780820318516)  
 
Sauer, Leslie Jones.  ONCE AND FUTURE FOREST:  A GUIDE TO FOREST RESTORATION STRATEGIES.  
Island Press, 1998. (9781559635530)  
 
Scott, Jane.  FIELD AND FOREST:  A GUIDE TO NATIVE LANDSCAPES FOR GARDENERS AND NATURALISTS. 
Blackburn, 2002. (9781930665613)  
 
Stein, Sara B. NOAH’S GARDEN: RESTORING THE ECOLOGY OF OUR OWN BACKYARDS. Houghton Mifflin, 
1993 (9780395653739, hardback; 9780395709405, paperback) 
 
Tallamy, Douglas W. BRINGING NATURE HOME: HOW NATIVE PLANTS SUSTAIN WILDLIFE IN OUR 
GARDENS.  Timber Pr., 2007. (0881928542) 
 
 
WEBSITES:  
 
http://plants.usda.gov 
 
USDA Web site, very good for habitat information; consolidates a great deal of information. 
 
http://soils.usda.gov/use/urban/primer.html 



 
Valuable PDF download, essential for tree work in urban areas. 
 
http://wildflower.utexas.edu/ 
 
Native Plants Database, searchable by state, light and moisture requirements, bloom time, form, etc. 
  
FOR THE CALIFORNIA DESIGNER: 
 
Bornstein, Carol and others.  CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS FOR THE GARDEN.  Cachuna Pr., 2006 
(0962850594, hardback; 09628540586, paperback) 
 
Hickman, James C., ed. THE JEPSON MANUAL – HIGHER PLANTS OF CALIFORNIA.  Univ. of California Pr., 
1993. (9780520082557) 
 
PLANTS AND LANDSCAPE FOR SUMMER-DRY CLIMATES OF THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION. East Bay 
Municipal Utility District (EBMUD), 2005. (0975323105, hardback; 097523113, paperback) 
 
Sawyer, John O. and Rodd Keeler-Wolf. A MANUAL OF CALIFORNIA VEGETATION. California Native Plant 
Society, 1995. (0943460255, hardback; 0943460253, paperback) 
 
Smith, M. Nevin. NATIVE TREASURES GARDENING WITH THE PLATNS OF CALIFORNIA. Univ. of California Pr., 
2006. (05202441257, hardback; 0520244265, paperback) 
 
FOR THE EASTERN AND/OR MID-ATLANTIC DESIGNER: 
 
Cullina, William. NATIVE TREES, SHRUBS, & VINES: A GUIDE TO USING, GROWING, AND PROPAGATING 
NORTH AMERICAN WOODY PLANTS.  Houghton Mifflin, 2002. (9780618098583) 
 
Darke, Rick.  AMERICAN WOODLAND GARDEN: CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE DECIDUOUS FOREST.  
Timber Pr., 2002. (9780881925456)  
 
Lathan, Zora.  ECOSCAPING BACK TO THE FUTURE … RESTORING CHESAPEAKE LANDSCAPES:  NATIVE 
PLANT RAIN GARDENS AND XERISCAPES.  Chesapeake Ecology Center, 2005. 
 
NATIVE PLANTS FOR WILDLIFE HABITAT AND CONSERVATION LANDSCAPING: CHESAPEAKE BAY 
WATERSHED. U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Chesapeake Bat Field Office, 2003. 
 
http://www.acb-online.org/ 
 
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay; valuable resources for the designer. 


